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Board of Education 

Serving children, schools and young people  

Lesson 1 
  

Learning 
Objectives 

Key Questions 
Success 
Criteria 

Possible content Possible Resources 

AT1 Describe 
I can identify 
similarities and 
differences 
across several 
religions (L3) 
 
 
AT2Connect 
I can identify who 
or what is 
important to me 
& other people, 
including 
religious people 
(L3) 

 

How do you think the 
Prophet Muhammad 
felt when he realised 
what an important 
message he had to 
pass on to others? 
How different do you 
think his life was 
after this event? 
 
When Muslims are at 
this cave do you think 
it is more important 
for them to think 
about Allah or the 
Prophet 
Muhammad? 
 
Why is this an 
important story for 
Muslims? Has 
anything happened 
to you which has 
made a huge 
difference to your 
life? 

I understand 
what Muslims 
believe about 
Muhammad 
pbuh (L3) 
 
I have 
experienced a 
silent time and 
reflected on the 
importance of it 
for me (L3) 
 
I have compared 
the story of 
Muhammad with 
faith characters 
from Judaism 
and Christianity 
(L3) 

Muhammad 
 
Read the story of how the Qur’an was revealed to Muhammad The beginning of the 
story tells of how Muhammad often went to a special cave on Mount Hira, to be alone, 
to think and to pray to God. Pause after reading this part of the story; and ask the 
children to think about reasons why it is good to be still, quiet and peaceful. Ask them 
to think of some places where they can go to find peace and quiet.                                                                                                                                                                                      
Involve pupils in a 'stilling exercise'. What is it like being silent? What made it easy or 
difficult to do? How did you feel during the silence? How do you feel now? Why is this 
sort of activity different from the other things you do in school? What did you 
like/dislike about it? When do you think you might value having a quiet time like this? 
Look at the landscape around this cave. Do you think it is noisy there or quiet? Why do 
you think these people are visiting the cave? Do you think that it was easy for them to 
get there? Why do you think they have gone to such trouble to get there? Tell the 
story of the revelation of the Qur'an to the Prophet Muhammad. This story is known 
by Muslims as the 'Night of Power.' Then ask them to reflect upon times when they 
have been asked to do something which they felt a little afraid of doing. Read the 
remainder of the story. 
 

 In groups, get the children to discuss how they think Muhammad might have 
felt after he had heard the angel’s message. Do they know of any stories from 
other religions which tell of powerful religious experiences? (For example 
Moses and the Burning Bush). Are there any similarities between the 
different stories? 

 

 Group Activity Ask the children to compare the two incidents identifying 
similarities and differences. 

Complementary Christian content Many Old Testament figures (Noah, Abraham, 
Moses and various prophets) experienced revelations from God. 

 

Pathways of Belief Islam 1.The 
Creator and Provider (Second half 
of programme.) 
Animated World Faiths  8.The Life 
of Muhammad 
The Life of Muhammad S .Humble-
Jackson 
Teaching RE Founders and Leaders 
5-11 P. Draycott 
ISL4 Muhammad and His Life 
Unit 5A Why is Muhammad 
important to Muslims? 



Board of Education 

Serving children, schools and young people  

Lesson 2 
  

Learning 
Objectives 

Key Questions 
Success 
Criteria 

Possible content Possible Resources 

AT1  Relate 

 I can retell 

religious stories 

in my own words 

(L2)    

 AT2 Respond 

 I can ask 

questions about 

other people’s 

experiences and 

feelings (L2) 

AT1  Describe 

 I can identify 

similarities & 

differences 

across several 

religions (L3) 

 AT2 Connect 

 I can ask 
important 
questions about 
religious 
teachings (L3) 

When Muslims say 

the name of the 

Prophet Muhammad 

they say after it: 

“peace and blessings 

upon him.” Why do 

you think they say 

that? 

What do you think 

the title Prophet 

means? 

Why do you think 

Muslims still tell 

stories about the life 

of the Prophet 

Muhammad? 

How do you think the 

Prophet can still 

make a difference to 

people’s lives today 

even though he is 

dead? 

Who is there in your 
life who has an 
influence upon the 
way you behave, the 
way you live your 
life? 

I understand 

what Muslims 

believe about 

Muhammad 

pbuh (L3) 

I can reflect on 

the Muslim belief 

about 

Muhammad and 

God’s revelation 

to people (L3) 

I know that 

Muslims say, 

‘Peace be upon 

him’ after 

Muhammad’s 

name (L3) 

I have thought 
about someone 
who has 
influenced my 
life(L3) 

Muhammad’s life 

Whole class: Read stories about Muhammad’s early life (such as ‘Muhammad grows 

up’ in A long time ago, in a far away land …). How do the stories suggest that 

Muhammad was going to be an important person?                                                                                                                                                                

Explain that Muhammad is an important role model for Muslims because he 

interpreted the Qur’an in his daily life and the things that he did and said were 

remembered and written down. These stories and sayings help Muslims to put the 

teachings of the Qur’an into practice in their lives. Read stories about Muhammad (for 

example, ‘Muhammad and the Thirsty Camel’ in A long time ago, in a far away land …) 

and reflect on the teachings they contain. How do these messages help Muslims in 

their daily lives?    

Whole class discussion: 

 Ask the class to identify three key events in the life of the Prophet 
Muhammad – stories that Muslims still tell today – and three of the teachings 
he left his followers. 

 
Possible activities: 

 Using a prepared newspaper format, each group writes an account of a 
different key event in the life of the Prophet Muhammad.      
 

 Ask the children about their own role models. Who influences them in their 
lives? Ask the children to write about someone who has influenced them 

 
Complementary Christian content Many Old Testament figures (Noah, Abraham, 

Moses and various prophets) experienced revelations from God. 

 

Pathways of Belief Islam 1.The 

Creator and Provider (Second half 

of programme.) 

Animated World Faiths  8.The Life 

of Muhammad 

The Life of Muhammad S.Humble-

Jackson 

Teaching RE Founders and Leaders 

5-11 P. Draycott 

ISL4 Muhammad and His Life 

Unit 5A Why is Muhammad 
important to Muslims? 



Board of Education 

Serving children, schools and young people  

Lesson 3 
  

Learning 
Objectives 

Key Questions 
Success 
Criteria 

Possible content Possible Resources 

AT1  Relate 
I can suggest a 
meaning to each 
image (L2)          
        
 AT2 Respond 
 I can ask 
questions about 
other people’s 
experiences and 
feelings (L2) 
 
AT1  Describe 
 I can you identify 
similarities and 
differences 
across several 
religions (L3)    
    
 AT2 Connect 
I can identify 
who or what is 
important to me 
and other 
people, including 
religious people 
(L3) 
 

How do Muslims try 
to understand God?  
 
What are some of the 
names Muslims give 
Allah? 
 
Which phrases show 
you that Muslims 
have One God?  
 
What sort of God is 
being described? 
 

I know that 
Muslims have 99 
different names 
for Allah which 
describes what 
he is like (L2) 
 
I can explain 
which names 
best describe 
God for me (L3) 
 
I know how a 

person can be 

generous, all- 

forgiving, a 

protecting friend 

and a guide (L3) 

99 names of Allah 
How do Muslims try to understand God? What are some of the names Muslims give 
Allah? Allah Discuss pupils’ ideas about the qualities of God.  Compare these with the 
99 Beautiful Names in Islam.  Are these helpful for understanding what God might be 
like?  Do pupils agree that God is all of these?  Is God even more than this? 
 
  Activity: 

 Pupils choose the five names which best describe God for them and explain 
their choice on the prepared worksheet (Qur'an: Surah 1) children use a 
highlighter to show the names of Allah and the qualities Allah is known by. 
Children use a thesaurus/dictionary to look up other words for/meanings of: 
gracious, merciful. 

 
Group activity:  

 Groups discuss and perform a short scene showing the rest of the class 
examples in daily life of how a person can be 

- generous 
- all-forgiving 
- a guide 
- a protecting friend 

99 Names of Allah 
Prayer Beads 
Islamic Artefact Cards J.Thompson 
4.Prayer Beads  
Teaching RE Islam 5-11 P. Draycott 
(Includes the 99 Beautiful Names 
of Allah) 
Unit 6D Section 2 The Qur'an: 
what does it teach about God? 
Pathways of Belief Islam 1.The 

Creator and Provider (First half of 

programme.) 

 

AT 2 Assessment opportunity 



Board of Education 

Serving children, schools and young people  

Lesson 4 
  

Learning 
Objectives 

Key Questions 
Success 
Criteria 

Possible content Possible Resources 

AT1  Relate 

 I can suggest 

why religious 

actions are 

performed (L2)    

 AT2 Respond  

I can recognise 

the values I have 

and others hold 

(L2) 

AT1  Describe 

 I can describe 

some of the ways 

people express 

their belief (L3)   

 AT2 Connect 

 I can ask 
important 
questions about 
religious 
teachings (L3) 

What does this the 

reverence shown to 

the Qur’an tell us 

about the Muslim 

view of God?  

Can the children 
think of some 
examples of mercy 
and compassion (for 
example events in 
the media/in 
history?) 

I understand the 

importance of 

the Qur’an to 

Muslims (L3) 

I have reflected 

on the meaning 

of a short 

passage from the 

Qur’an (L3) 

 

 

Qur’an 

Follow on from the story of the revelation of the Qur’an by introducing the children to 

the Qur’an itself. Take some time preparing them so that they expect this to be 

something special. They should be familiar with special books from previous units. 

Explain that Muslims treat the Qur’an with great respect because they believe that the 

Qur’an is from Allah, and every word and every letter is sacred. Discuss why they think 

this is. Explain that the Qur’an is treated with respect in a Muslim home. It is usually 

placed on a special wooden stand to be read. Show a copy of the Qur’an and Qur’an 

stand. Discuss how Muslims treat the book and what this shows about its importance. 

Make links with the way the children and their families treat special things in their own 

homes. 

Possible activities: 

 Ask the children to find out about and discuss the meaning of the word 
‘revelation’. 
 

 Ask them to write an acrostic using the word revelation.  
 

 Explore the role of Muhammad as God’s messenger and the responsibility 
that this implies. What would you like to be chosen to do? 

 
 

 Complementary Christian content -The Bible is the holy book of Christians. It is 
believed to be the revealed word of God and as such is the supreme source of 
authority for Christians. 

99 Names of Allah 

Prayer Beads 

Islamic Artefact Cards J. 

Thompson 4.Prayer Beads  

Teaching RE Islam 5-11 P.Draycott 

(Includes the 99 Beautiful Names 

of Allah) 

Unit 6D Section 2 The Qur'an: 

what does it teach about God? 

Pathways of Belief Islam 1.The 

Creator and Provider (First half of 

programme.) 



Board of Education 

Serving children, schools and young people  

Lesson 5 
  

Learning 
Objectives 

Key Questions 
Success 
Criteria 

Possible content Possible Resources 

AT1  Relate 
 I can suggest a 
meaning to each 
image (L2) 
 
 AT2 Respond 
 I can ask 
questions about 
other people’s 
experiences and 
feelings (L2) 
 
AT1  Describe 
I can you identify 
similarities & 
differences 
across several 
religions (L3)  
     
  AT2 Connect 
I can identify 
who or what is 
important to me 
& other people, 
including 
religious people 
(L3) 
 

Do you know any 
common sayings and 
proverbs? 
 
 Where do these 

sayings come from? 

I have reflected 

on reasons for 

patterns as 

opposed to 

figurative art (L3) 

Islamic calligraphy& patterns 
 
Display pictures of Muslim children engaged in learning the Qur’an. Explain that 
because Muslims believe that the Qur’an contains the actual word of God, they learn 
Arabic in order to read it and many learn the Qur’an by heart. Those who can recite the 
Qur’an are given the title hafiz to put before their own name and are treated with 
respect. Ask the children about their experiences of learning things by heart. Is it easy, 
or is it difficult? 
In the Qur’an every recitation begins with the ‘Bismillah’ in Arabic, which means ‘In the 
name of Allah, the compassionate, the merciful’. Explain to the children that God has 
99 beautiful names in Islam. Show the children a poster of the ninety nine beautiful 
names of God written in calligraphy and some Muslim prayer beads- the ninety nine 
beads are used to say the 99 names of God in prayer. Why do they think Muslims do 
this? 
 
Decorate the classroom with some pictures of Islamic calligraphy. Explain that 
calligraphy is an important art form in Islam because it is unacceptable to attempt to 
reproduce life like images of people or animals. This is because God alone created life 
and to try to emulate this act of creation is blasphemous. Share with the children some 
examples of how calligraphy is used. For example, the first Surah in the Qur’an is called 
al-Fatihah and the words of this Surah are always beautifully decorated. Words from 
the Qur’an are also used to decorate homes and Mosques. 
 
Activities: 
 

 Get the children to try out some calligraphy for themselves by decorating 
some words that are special to them or a favourite poem/saying.  

 Reflect on how words are used to inspire/guide 

99 Names of Allah 
Prayer Beads 
Islamic Artefact Cards J.  
Thompson 
 4.Prayer Beads  
Teaching RE Islam 5-11 P .Draycott 
(Includes the 99 Beautiful Names 
of Allah) 
QC Unit 6D Section 2 The Qur'an: 
what does it teach about God? 
Pathways of Belief Islam 1.The 
Creator and Provider (First half of 
programme.) 



Board of Education 

Serving children, schools and young people  

Lesson 6 
  

Learning 
Objectives 

Key Questions 
Success 
Criteria 

Possible content Possible Resources 

AT1 Describe 

To make simple 
links between 
religious beliefs 
and practices and 
people’s lives 
(L3) 

 

 

AT2 Connect 

To make links 
between 
religious 
teachings and 
values and your 
own behaviour 
and attitudes (L3) 

What is a gift? 

 

Can all gifts be 
bought? 

 

What gifts cannot be 
bought? 

 

Which are the most 
important gifts in 
life? 

 

Do we give proper 
value to the things 
we cannot buy? 

I can explain why 
the gift of the 
Holy Spirit is 
important to 
Christians (L3) 

 

I can talk about 

some gifts that 

cannot be bought 

but which are of 

great value (L3) 

 Pentecost - Focus is Gifting 

 

Revisit the idea of gifts and that some gifts are of greater value than others but have 
no price on them. Ask the questions: can we misuse gifts and do we do this on purpose 
or by accident? 

Ask the children to talk in partners about times when they have got things wrong (they 
have misunderstood). Share a few examples with the class. Explain that the story they 
are about to hear is about someone who got it wrong. Remind the children that the 
Holy Spirit is the greatest gift a Christian can receive. During the Confirmation service 
the Bishop places his hands on the person and prays for the Holy Spirit to be given to 
them. The Holy Spirit is a guide, a helper, a comforter, a source of strength and 
inspiration to Christians and others. Tell/freeze frame/act out the story found in Acts 
8:9-24. Ask at the end of the story what it was that Simon got wrong. What did he do 
to try and put things right? 

 

Activities: 

 

 Children could make simple boxes in which they put a symbol they have made 
to represent a gift that is very important to them. They can explain why this 
symbol is important to them. 

  
 Some children could research symbols of the Holy Spirit and a class display could be 
made of these.   

Bibles - Acts 8:9-24 

 

Craft resources with which to 
make the boxes. 

 

 


