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Board of Education 

Serving children, schools and young people  

Lesson 1 
  

Learning 
Objectives 

Key Questions 
Success 
Criteria 

Possible content Possible Resources 

AT1 Show 
understanding 

I can show 
understanding of 
how and why, 
practising a 
religion affects a 
believer’s life (L4) 

 

AT2 Connect 

I can make links 
between 
religious 
teachings & 
values and my 
own behaviour & 
attitudes (L3) 

 

What are important 
times for you? 

 

Why do we celebrate 
important times? 

 

What are the 
important life 
ceremonies for 
Christians & when do 
they take place? 

I have identified 
the important 
times in my life 
(L3) 

 

I know why it is 
important to 
celebrate special 
times in my life 
(L3) 

 

I know why other 
people feel it is 
important to 
celebrate 
important times 
in their lives (L3) 

 

I understand how 
the lives of 
Christians are 
affected, through 
the key Christian 
ceremonies (L4) 

Christian ceremonies 

Ask the pupils to work in pairs to come up with answers to the first two Key questions. 
Ask those pairs to compare their answers with another pair. Take feedback and list 
their answers on a flip chart or board to come back to later * 

Ask the third question about important Christian ceremonies. Ensure they distinguish 
between Ceremonies and Festivals. 

Take feedback and write the four main ceremonies on the board: Baptism, 
Confirmation, Marriage, Funerals. 

Show the video clip from REQuest on Rites of passage. This gives a general 
introduction. 

The children have done Baptism in another year group, so they will be learning about 
Confirmation, Marriage and Funerals. 

Activity: 
Divide the class into 3 groups and provide each with a sheet of A3 paper. Give each 
group ONE of the ceremonies and in a set amount of time, ask them to write 
everything they know about that ceremony. All pupils can write on the sheets. At the 
end of the allowed time, ask one person in each group to scrunch up the paper. On the 
given signal the ‘snowballs’ are thrown to another group. The process is then repeated, 
but the children must not repeat what is already on the paper. Do the same once 
more, so that all groups have seen each piece of paper. 
Ask for some reporters to feedback to the class.  
Have any of the things listed at the start of the lesson * come up on these sheets? 
Can pupils link Christian ceremonies with important things in their own lives?  
N.B. If this activity fills you with dread, you could have smaller groups, but make sure 
they only swap between 3 groups, or pairs and do a 3 way swap on their tables or 
between other pairs. 

How do Christians Celebrate Big 
Life Changes? (Request) 

 

http://request.org.uk/life/believers-baptism-rites-of-passage-life-2/2013/06/17/how-do-christians-celebrate-big-life-changes/
http://request.org.uk/life/believers-baptism-rites-of-passage-life-2/2013/06/17/how-do-christians-celebrate-big-life-changes/


Board of Education 

Serving children, schools and young people  

Lesson 2 
  

Learning 
Objectives 

Key Questions 
Success 
Criteria 

Possible content Possible Resources 

AT1 Show 
understanding 

I can show 
understanding of 
how and why, 
practising a 
religion affects a 
believer’s life (L4) 

 

AT2 Apply 

I can describe 
who or what is 
important to me/ 
other people (L4) 

What are the 
important life 
ceremonies for 
Christians & when do 
they take place? 

 

What happens at a 
Confirmation service? 

 

How does being 
Confirmed impact the 
life of a Christian? 

I know what 
Confirmation 
means for a 
Christian (L4) 

 

I have considered 
the importance 
of promises in 
the Confirmation 
service (L4) 

 

I can describe 
what and who is 
important to 
someone who 
chooses to be 
Confirmed (L4) 

Confirmation 

This is the time when those who have been baptised as infants & who want to make 
promises of commitment on their own behalf (those who were not baptised as babies 
are baptised and confirmed at the same time).  Confirmation is carried out by a Bishop 
in the Church of England & can happen at any age (usually from around 11 upwards).  

Ask the pupils what the word Confirmation means? Can they think of a time when it 
may be used? e .g. when you receive confirmation of a booking/flight/order etc. Often 
these are received as emails. Ask a pupil to look up a dictionary definition.  

 

Show the Request Confirmation video. Then look at the’ What happens during the 
service’ link. 

What promises are made? Who makes them and to whom? 

 

Possible activities: 

 Write about a Confirmation service you have been to / your own Confirmation 

 Write about what difference you think being Confirmed will make to a person 

 Activity/ worksheet from TES (see resources column) 

How important do you think the promises made at Confirmation are? How difficult do 
you think it is for those being Confirmed, to keep the promises? 

Confirmation - Information for 
Teachers  

 

Confirmation Video (Request)  

 

Confirmation (Information Sheet 
and Work Sheet Activity) 

https://www.churchofengland.org/our-faith/confirmation/what-happens-during-the-service.aspx
https://www.churchofengland.org/our-faith/confirmation/what-happens-during-the-service.aspx
http://request.org.uk/life/confirmation-life/2013/09/02/confirmation-video/
http://www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resource/The-Confirmation-ceremony-3006352/
http://www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resource/The-Confirmation-ceremony-3006352/


Board of Education 

Serving children, schools and young people  

Lesson 3 
  

Learning 
Objectives 

Key Questions 
Success 
Criteria 

Possible content Possible Resources 

AT1 Show 
understanding 

I can show 
understanding of 
how and why, 
practising a 
religion affects a 
believer’s life (L4) 

AT2 Apply 

I can comment, 
with some 
reasons, on 
religious 
teachings, values 
and ideas (L4) 

AT1 Show 
understanding 

I can describe in 
detail, using 
correct religious 
words and 
phrases, key 
features of a 
religion (L4) 

What happens at a 
Christian wedding? 

 

What do the couple 
at a Christian 
marriage promise to 
do? 

 

How does making 
promise affect a 
person’s life? 

I know what 
happens in a 
Christian 
marriage 
ceremony (L3) 

 

I understand how 
making the 
Promises in a 
Christian 
Wedding service 
affect the bride 
and groom’s lives 
(L4) 

Marriage 

Ask the children if they have been to a wedding. Where did it take place? What 
happened? Can they remember any of the words that were said? Focus on the 
introduction, promises & prayers in order to explore the principles of Christian 
marriage.   

Show request video (this is a 10 minute clip. If you do not wish to show the whole 
thing, the Vows start at 6:08) 

In groups, children to discuss - What do the promises mean?  Are they easy to keep? 
Appoint a spokesperson to report back. 

 Promises activity Exploring Codes (see resources) 

 

Possible activities: 

 Activity about Promises (see resources) AT2 Assessment opportunity 

 Design a card to send to a couple getting married 

 Make a Wedding collage 

 Invite a recently married person to talk about their Wedding and what it 
means to him or her. 

The first part of this video shows 
the Wedding Vows/Promises 

An Activity about Promises  (an 
activity about Promises ) 

Request - Marriage 

RE Today Exploring Codes for 
Living pages 10-11 

http://www.yourchurchwedding.org/your-wedding/wedding-vows.aspx
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=web&cd=2&ved=0CCcQFjAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.learntogether.org.uk%2FResources%2FDocuments%2FChristian%2520Marriage%2520KS2.doc&ei=s9rOU5fwHsrB7AaVsoGIAw&usg=AFQjCNGVcYB3VHapidRot4N0ZVQpxAKqBA
http://request.org.uk/life/weddings-life/2013/06/17/marriage/


Board of Education 

Serving children, schools and young people  

Lesson 4 
  

Learning 
Objectives 

Key Questions 
Success 
Criteria 

Possible content Possible Resources 

AT1 Show 
understanding 

I can describe in 
detail, using 
correct religious 
words and 
phrases, key 
features of a 
religion (L4) 

 

AT2 Apply 

I can ask 
important 
questions (L3) 

What is your most 
important question 
about life/death & 
why? 

 

What happens at a 
funeral service? 

 

How are people 
remembered? 

I can identify 
religious or 
ultimate 
questions and 
describe how 
different people 
have responded 
to these 
questions (L4) 

 

Ask & answer 
questions about 
the Christian 
funeral service & 
the beliefs & 
teachings which 
this contains (L3) 

 

I know how 
people are 
remembered 
after they have 
died (L4) 

Death/Funerals – Please be aware of the personal circumstance of the children in your 
class. 

One way to introduce this topic is to visit your local Church and let the children be 
‘Church yard detectives’. 

There are aspects of symbolism to be explored – symbols of mortality & of immortality.  
There are also epitaphs through which people are remembered.  There may also be 
interesting stories to tell/research about particular memorials.  

Possible activities: 

 Gravestone rubbings 

 Copying/drawing/ wording & patterns on tombstones. 

 Look for common themes/ names/ dates 

 

Allow children to do one of these Reflective  activities ( after doing any of the above), 
whilst  sitting quietly in the Church yard, or in the Church 

 Pupil reflections on how they would like to be remembered.   

 Write a prayer suitable to be used at a funeral 

 On a large cut-out flower shape, write some good memories you have of 
someone you know who has died. The person may not be personally known 
to them, but might be a famous person in history. The flowers can then be 
displayed in the class. 

Alternatively, show the Request video. There is also an information page called ‘What 
happens at a Christian funeral’, parts of which could be used with the children. 

The reflective activities would still be suitable. 

Christian Funeral (Request Videos)  
   
What Happens at a Christian 
Funeral?   
 
 
Folens Ideas bank  
 
Large cut-out flower shapes 
 
Paper for rubbings 
 
Pencils 
 
Paper for writing prayers, 
thoughts on 

http://request.org.uk/life/funerals-life/2013/07/10/christian-funeral-videos/
http://request.org.uk/life/funerals-life/2013/06/17/what-happens-at-a-christian-funeral/
http://request.org.uk/life/funerals-life/2013/06/17/what-happens-at-a-christian-funeral/


Board of Education 

Serving children, schools and young people  

Lesson 5 
  

Learning 
Objectives 

Key Questions 
Success 
Criteria 

Possible content Possible Resources 

AT1 Show 
understanding 

I can describe in 
detail, using 
correct religious 
words and 
phrases, key 
features of a 
religion (L4) 

 

AT2 Apply 

I can ask 
questions about 
meaning, 
belonging and 
commitment (L4) 

Where did the 
visitors to the manger 
come from? 

 

Who were the Magi? 

 

Why did the visitors 
go? 

I can describe in 
detail the 
journeys made 
by the characters 
in the Nativity 
story  and why 
those journeys 
were significant 
(L4) 

 

I have asked 
questions about 
the commitment 
of the travellers 
in the Nativity 
story (L4) 

Christmas – Journeys 

Focus on the journeys made by different groups of people in the Nativity story – Mary 
and Joseph, the Shepherds, the Wise men.  

Bring a suitcase in and talk about your preparations for your ‘Christmas holiday’ – 
pretend you are going somewhere (perhaps you actually are going!). Talk about the 
things you need to take e.g. maps/SATNAV, clothes etc. Maybe the car needed a check 
over or you had to get plane tickets and so on. 

Tell the children you are going to look at the Journeys of some other people, way back 
2000 years ago. Can pupils think who that might be? (Characters in the Nativity story). 

Watch the You Tube video clip or a similar clip showing the Shepherds and the Wise 
men at the Manger. 

 On a map, plot the journey of the characters in the Nativity story. We only 
know the Wise men came from ‘the east’. 

 In groups, children to consider the preparations for the journeys of those 
characters.  Think about the length of time the journey would take. The 
means of transport. What would the different characters need to take with 
them? How did they know where to go? How does this story show 
commitment of the travellers? 

 Why did each group persevere? What was special about their journeys? 

Map of the Holy Land 
 
Nativity Story: The Birth of Christ - 
The Visit of the Shepherds and the 
Magi (YouTube)  
 
Christmas Story - Shepherds  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Lpv77EdxF4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Lpv77EdxF4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Lpv77EdxF4
http://www.whychristmas.com/story/shepherds.shtml


Board of Education 

Serving children, schools and young people  

Lesson 6 
  

Learning 
Objectives 

Key Questions 
Success 
Criteria 

Possible content Possible Resources 

AT1 Show 
understanding 

I can describe in 
detail, using 
correct religious 
words and 
phrases, key 
features of a 
religion (L4) 

 

AT2 Apply 

I can describe 
what was 
important to 
other people (L4) 

 

How did the 
travellers feel about 
making their journeys 
to Bethlehem? 

What do we know 
about these 
characters? 

 

How did each one 
play their part in the 
story? 

 

What is the 
significance of the 
Wise men (wealth) 
and the shepherds 
(poor)? 

I know the 
significance of 
each main 
character in the 
Nativity story (L4) 

 

I have shown 
empathy with 
one of the 
characters (L4 

Journeys 

Recap on last lesson – the journeys made by Mary and Joseph, the Shepherds and the 
Wise men.  

Briefly go through the story of the nativity, just to make sure the children remember 
the details. 

This week will focus on the characters in the story. What part did each one play in the 
story of the Nativity?  

 

 Make a list of the main characters in the nativity story. Who were they and 
where did they come from? 

  Initiate group discussions about the feelings of these characters. Bullet point 
ideas. Think about dangers on the journey, the Wise men going via King 
Herod’s palace, Mary being anxious that she would make the journey etc. 

 

Show the You Tube clip The nativity with a difference 

 Write the story of the birth of Jesus from the point of view of one of these 
characters. Use information and ideas from last lesson and from the activity 
above. 

The Story of the Three Wise Men  
 
Bibles 
 
The Nativity with a Difference 

 

 

http://www.tes.co.uk/ResourceDetail.aspx?storyCode=6303875
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GkHNNPM7pJA

