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Board of Education 

Serving children, schools and young people  

Lesson 1 
  

Learning 
Objectives 

Key Questions Success 
Criteria 

Possible Content Possible Resources 

AT 1 Show 
understanding 

I can make clear 
links between 
religious beliefs 
and sources and 
religious 
practices and 
experiences (L4) 

 

AT 2 Apply 

I can comment, 
with some 
reasons, on 
religious 
teachings, values 
and ideas (L4) 

What does ‘authority’ 
mean? 

 

Who has authority 
over me and/or other 
people? 

 

Why do some people 
have authority over 
me? 

 

I know what 
‘Authority’ is (L3) 

 

I understand who 
has authority 
over me and how 
they show it (L4) 

 

I know that Jesus’ 
authority came 
from God (L4) 

 

I can make a link 
between this 
story and 
Christians 
believing in God’s 
authority (L4) 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus and authority 

Discuss authority – What is it?  Who has it?  Why do they have it?  Who gave them the 

authority?  How do they show their authority?  - Encourage children to give lots of 

examples. 

Tell the children that the Bible describes occasions when Jesus demonstrated authority 

during his lifetime. In pairs, ask the children to suggest how, when and to whom, Jesus 

showed His authority. 

In Matthew Chapter 28 v 18, it says, ‘Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority 

in heaven and on earth has been given to me”.  Who gave Him this authority? 

 

Possible activities: 

 Pupils should choose four examples of people who have authority over them 

and explain their choices. 

 How might a person behave if they have believed that Jesus had authority 

over them? Children to work in pairs. 

 Pupils to do either the Word search or the Cryptogram (see Possible 

resources). 

 

 

 

 

 

Ideas Bank RE Special  People 7-11  

L Fidge, J William 

 Teaching RE Easter  5-11 CEM p27 

BBC clip what-would-jesus-do-

about-authority  

 

Jesus and authority Word search 

and Cryptogram Both based on 

Matthew 21 v 23 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/what-would-jesus-do-about-authority-pt-1-3/2855.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/what-would-jesus-do-about-authority-pt-1-3/2855.html
http://www.sermons4kids.com/puzzle_pg.htm
http://www.sermons4kids.com/puzzle_pg.htm


Board of Education 

Serving children, schools and young people  

Lesson 2 
  

Learning 
Objectives 

Key Questions Success 
Criteria 

Possible Content Possible Resources 

AT 1 Show 
understanding 

I can make clear 
links between 
religious beliefs 
and sources and 
religious 
practices and 
experiences (L4) 

 

AT 2 Apply 

I can comment, 
with some 
reasons, on 
religious 
teachings, values 
and ideas (L4) 

How did Jesus show 

his authority? 

 What were the 

consequences for 

him? 

How did different 
groups of people feel 
about Jesus at the 
time? 

 

Why were the Jewish 
religious leaders so 
against Jesus? 

 

I can explain how 
Jesus showed His 
authority in two 
different ways in 
the text we read 
(L4) 

 

I know that the 
Jewish religious 
leaders 
(Pharisees) 
plotted against 
Jesus (L4) 

 

I know that the 
Pharisees were 
jealous of Jesus 
and feared His 
power (L4) 

The question of working on the Sabbath 

This is the story of Jesus’ disciples picking corn on the Jewish Sabbath and the story of 

Jesus healing somebody on the Sabbath.  Pupils need to understand that both of these 

things were regarded as work which was forbidden on the Sabbath by Jewish law.  The 

Jewish religious leaders (Pharisees) were angry with Jesus and when he defeated their 

arguments with his own they started to plot against Jesus. 

Read the story from an appropriate version of the Bible.  

Possible activities: 

 In pairs, pupils look carefully at Jesus’ arguments – Are they good ones?  
Would you have done what he did in the same situation?  Is it ever right to 
question authority?   

 Write a diary entry of the two events, as an eye-witness 

 Imagine you were one of the Disciples on that day. Describe how you felt and 
what your fears were for yourself, your friends and for Jesus. 

 Write the story as a play script. 

 

Bibles 

Picking corn: 

Luke 6:1-11 

 Matthew 12: 1-8 

  Mark 2:23-28 

Healing on the Sabbath: 

Matthew 12: 9-14 

Mark 3:1-6 

 Luke 6: 6-11 

Developing primary RE: Jesus page 

21  Pamela Draycott 

 

 

 



Board of Education 

Serving children, schools and young people  

Lesson 3 
  

Learning 
Objectives 

Key Questions Success 
Criteria 

Possible Content Possible Resources 

AT 1 Show 
understanding 

I can describe in 
detail, the key 
features of a 
religious story 
(L4) 

 

AT 2 Apply 

I can ask 
questions about 
meaning, truth 
and belonging 
(L4) 

What are ‘taxes’? 

 

Who asked Jesus 
about paying taxes? 

 

Why was he asked 
this question? 

 

Why was Jesus’ 
answer so clever? 

 

How did the 
Pharisees feel about 
Jesus’ answer? 

I know what 
taxes are (L3) 

 

I know that the 
question Jesus 
was asked was a 
trick question 
(L4) 

 

I know why 
Jesus’ answer got 
Him out of 
trouble and what 
it meant (L4) 

 

I can recognise 
religious 
questions and 
talk about 
different 
people’s ideas 
about these 
questions (L4) 

The question about paying taxes 

This is the story about a trap set by the Pharisees to see if Jesus would speak against 
the Romans.  But Jesus showed that he knew about their true motives.  His answer 
showed respect for God but also meant that he could not be charged with breaking 
any laws. 

In pairs, ask the pupils to discuss why Jesus’ answer was so clever (The face of Caesar 
was on the coin so he is saying give Caesar back his coins, and give God what is his, 
which is yourself He avoided being caught in the trap and gave an answer with great 
meaning). 

Is it possible to respect two different authorities at the same time? Discuss with the 
children. 

Possible activities: 

 Write a newspaper article “Jesus foils his opponents again” 

 ’Hot seat’ Jesus, a disciple or a Pharisee (a Jewish religious leader).  

 Divide the class into three groups and have one group ‘hot seat’ Jesus, one 
group to ‘hot seat’ a disciple and the third group to ‘hot seat’ a Pharisee. 
Appoint a ‘Reporter’ in each group to feed back to the class. 

 Children to write answers to these questions: “What would you have done?” 

“How would you have felt?” 

 

 

Bibles: 

Matthew 22: 15-22 

 Mark 12: 13-27 

  Luke 20: 19-26 

 



Board of Education 

Serving children, schools and young people  

Lesson 4 
  

Learning 
Objectives 

Key Questions Success 
Criteria 

Possible Content Possible Resources 

AT 1 Show 
understanding 

I can describe in 
detail, the key 
features of a 
religious story 
(L4) 

 

AT 2 Apply 

I can ask 
questions about 
meaning, truth 
and belonging 
(L4) 

What is a miracle? 

 

Are miracles 
performed today? 

 

What kinds of 
miracles did Jesus 
perform? 

 

How did people feel 
about Jesus’ healing 
miracles? 

I know the 
difference 
between 
‘miracle’ and 
‘magic’ (L4) 

 

I know that 
Christians believe 
Jesus performed 
miracles (L4) 

 

I have found 
examples of 
healing miracles 
in three of the 
Gospels (L3) 

 

I have thought 
about the effect 
that Jesus’ 
healing miracles 
had on different 
people (L4) 

Healing miracles 

What do the children think is meant by ‘miracle’? Differentiate between miracle and 
magician. Talk about healing today. Where does it happen? Who heals today? 

Can the children name any of the miracles of Jesus? Do they know any in which Jesus 
healed someone?  

In pairs, ask the children to use Bibles and look through the Gospels of Matthew, Mark 
and Luke for titles of stories about Jesus healing someone. This could be a challenge – 
how many can they find in a certain amount of time? 

Pairs could then compare with another pair. Were there any common findings? Do the 
children understand what the illnesses were? e.g. Casting out demons.  

How was Jesus showing his authority by healing someone? Would this make any 
people angry? What about the person who was healed? 

 

Possible activities: 

 Write an account of one the stories from the point of view of a person who 

was there. 

 Write a short conversation between two eye-witnesses immediately after the 

healing.  

 Do you have questions about Jesus’ healing miracles?  Do you have any 

answers? Pupils could work in small groups to write questions, then swap 

with another group and write answers to that group’s questions. 

 

Bibles 

You tube Jesus heals a leper. 
Cartoon clip 

 Jesus heals a paralysed man 

 

DLTK Jesus heals the paralysed 
man 

 

 Story of Jairus' daughter 

 

request what-is-a-miracle- 
information and video 

 

request  Jesus-miracles-casting-
out-demons Text with explanation 

request: Jesus' healing miracles 
information and clips 

 

Developing Primary RE: Jesus p18 

(A list of Jesus’ healing miracles 

with Bible references –  P 

Draycott) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=21FWC7j5PzA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=21FWC7j5PzA
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/raising-the-roof/2876.html
http://www.cist.org.uk/pv/cm/cr3521.htm
http://request.org.uk/bible/accuracy-reliability/2013/07/18/what-is-a-miracle-3/
http://request.org.uk/jesus/jesus-miracles/2013/06/13/jesus-miracles-casting-out-demons
http://request.org.uk/jesus/jesus-miracles/2013/06/13/jesus-miracles-casting-out-demons
http://request.org.uk/jesus/jesus-miracles/2013/06/13/jesus-miracles-healings/


Board of Education 

Serving children, schools and young people  

Lesson 5 
  

Learning 
Objectives 

Key Questions Success 
Criteria 

Possible Content Possible Resources 

AT 1 Show 
understanding 

I can describe in 
detail, using 
correct words 
and phrases, the 
events of a 
nature miracle 
(L4) 

 

AT 2 Apply 

I can ask 
questions about 
meaning, truth 
and belonging 
(L4) 

What is a miracle? 

 

What is meant by a 
‘nature miracle’ 

 

Why were Jesus and 
the disciples on the 
boat? 

 

How did the disciples 
react when the storm 
blew up? 

How did Jesus calm 
the storm? 

 

How did the disciples 
react when Jesus 
calmed the storm? 

I know how a 
nature miracle is 
different from 
Jesus’ other 
miracles (L3) 

 

I can recall the 
events of the 
story (L4) 

 

I can explain how 
Jesus showed His 
authority, even 
over nature (L4) 

 

 

 

 

Nature miracles 

Recap on what ‘miracle’ means. Ask the children what they think ‘Nature miracles’ are 
about. Can anyone give an example?  

Read the story of Jesus calming the storm (Mark chapter 4 verses 35-41) or watch a 
video clip. Explain to the children that some of the disciples were fishermen and were 
very used to the weather and conditions on the lake. Because of its location, storms 
(squalls) often blew up on the lake.  

How did Jesus show His authority over nature? What did Jesus actually say to calm the 
storm?  

. 

Possible activities: 

 Drama presentations of the story (remember to take photos) 

 In pairs, interview one of the disciples about the event – one pupil to be the 
interviewer and the other a disciple.  

 

 

Bibles: 

Mark chapter 4 verses 35-41 

Jesus calms the storm - animation  

 

Information for teachers - What is 
the significance of this story?  

 

A dramatic narration of the story 
told by the seashore   

 

There are many more video clips 
to choose from on the internet. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZzPwRXytr7U
http://www.gotquestions.org/calming-the-storm.html
http://www.gotquestions.org/calming-the-storm.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FUrYwSjiHOM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FUrYwSjiHOM


Board of Education 

Serving children, schools and young people  

Lesson 6 
  

Learning 
Objectives 

Key Questions Success 
Criteria 

Possible Content Possible Resources 

AT 1 Show 
understanding 

I can make clear 
links between 
religious beliefs 
and how 
practising a 
religion affects 
the lives of 
believers (L4) 

 

AT 2 Apply 

I can apply 
religious 
teachings and 
ideas to the lives 
of Christians (L4) 

In how many 
different situations 
did Jesus show His 
authority in the 
stories we have 
looked at this term? 

 

In what ways did 
Jesus show His 
authority? 

 

How did these events 
affect those around 
Jesus? 

 

 

 

 

I can name 
examples of 
stories in which 
Jesus showed His 
authority (L4) 

 

I can explain how 
Jesus showed His 
authority (L4) 

 

I can explain how 
belief in the 
authority of Jesus 
affects the lives 
of Christians 
today (L5 
Explain) 

Jesus and authority 

Review the last five weeks.  From what the children have learned, ask them: 

What authority did Jesus display? 

Where did he claim this authority came from? 

How did he show his authority in the Biblical accounts studied? 

e.g. the Sabbath was made for the good of human beings, they were not made for the 
Sabbath.  Mark 2 v 27 

With the class, begin to make a collection of phrases and words of Jesus which showed 
His authority. Write them up on the board for children to use. Don’t find all of them 
with the children, leave some for them to do independently – see task below. 

Possible assessment activity: 

 Children to draw an ‘outline’ of Jesus (they can draw in the features and 
colour it if you wish, but remember, it’s an R.E. lesson, not an Art lesson!). 
Label round the outside with the words and phrases of Jesus which showed 
His authority. Pupils can use those already discussed, but should find more 
examples of their own.  

Extension task: 

                Which do pupils think is the most convincing? (use Bibles) 

 

 

 

Bibles 

Work from previous weeks on this 
topic 

 


