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Board of Education 

Serving children, schools and young people  

Lesson 1 
  

Learning 
Objectives 

Key Questions 
Success 
Criteria 

Possible content Possible Resources 

THIS LESSON 
PLAN COVERS 
LESSONS ONE 
AND TWO. 

AT 1 Describe 

I can give a basic 
description of the 
key features of a 
religion (L3) 

 

AT 2 Connect  

I can ask 
important 
questions about 
religious 
teachings and 
practices (L3) 

 

What are the main 
features of a 
Synagogue? 

 

Is it important for you 
to have a special time 
and/or place for 
reflection? 

 

I know what a 
Synagogue is and 
who uses it (L3) 

 

I know the names 
of the key 
features of a 
Synagogue (L3) 

 

I have asked 
questions about 
the Synagogue 
(L3) 

 

Synagogue 

If possible plan a synagogue visit.  If not make use of virtual tours (see resources 
column) 

Show the main features of an Orthodox synagogue (e.g. through a virtual tour) and 
explain their functions:  

The Holy Ark,  the Ner Tamid, the Ten Commandments above the Ark, the Bimah  

Possible activities: 

 Make a learning box/guide to a Synagogue in small groups.  Children decorate 
a shoe box and create models/write explanations and draw pictures / print off 
and laminate parts of synagogue all to go in learning box to show to other 
children in the class and verbally explain. 

 Make a leaflet style guide to the synagogue to go on class display (use ICT) 

 Make a plan or model of the synagogue identifying features remembered. 

 Make or draw artefacts seen in the synagogue 
 

For reflection, gather pupils in a circle with a small candle in a holder in the middle.  
Remind them of the Ner Tamid, continually burning in the synagogue.  Ask why this is a 
symbol of the guidance of the Torah.  How do lights guide people?  Where do pupils 
find guidance for their own lives? 

OR 

How does the synagogue make you feel? 

What do you like best about it and why? 

What do you think is the most important thing in the synagogue? 

 

 

Virtual Tour of a Synagogue 

“Learning from Religion” CD 
resource 

Pathways of Belief Judaism 2 
Torah  (Beginning and end of  
programme) 

Folens RE Photo pack Judaism - D. 
Rose 

Ideas Bank Judaism  E.McCreery 

What do we know about Judaism?   
D.Fine 

Features of a Synagogue  

The Synagogue (BBC Education 
Clips) 

Folens pg. 22-23 

Places for Worship DVD 

This would be an AT 1 Assessment 
opportunity  

http://www.surreyplacesofworship.org.uk/virtualvisits/synagogue
http://www.reonline.org.uk/specials/ks2_judaism/features_of_a_synagogue.php
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/z834wmn
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/z834wmn


Board of Education 

Serving children, schools and young people  

Lesson 2 
  

Learning 
Objectives 

Key Questions 
Success 
Criteria 

Possible content Possible Resources 

THIS LESSON 
PLAN COVERS 
LESSONS ONE 
AND TWO. 

AT 1 Describe 

I can give a basic 
description of the 
key features of a 
religion (L3) 

 

AT 2 Connect  

I can ask 
important 
questions about 
religious 
teachings and 
practices (L3) 

 

What are the main 
features of a 
Synagogue? 

 

Is it important for you 
to have a special time 
and/or place for 
reflection? 

 

I know what a 
Synagogue is and 
who uses it (L3) 

 

I know the names 
of the key 
features of a 
Synagogue (L3) 

 

I have asked 
questions about 
the Synagogue 
(L3) 

 

Synagogue 

If possible plan a synagogue visit.  If not make use of virtual tours (see resources 
column) 

Show the main features of an Orthodox synagogue (e.g. through a virtual tour) and 
explain their functions:  

The Holy Ark,  the Ner Tamid, the Ten Commandments above the Ark, the Bimah  

Possible activities: 

 Make a learning box/guide to a Synagogue in small groups.  Children decorate 
a shoe box and create models/write explanations and draw pictures / print off 
and laminate parts of synagogue all to go in learning box to show to other 
children in the class and verbally explain. 

 Make a leaflet style guide to the synagogue to go on class display (use ICT) 

 Make a plan or model of the synagogue identifying features remembered. 

 Make or draw artefacts seen in the synagogue 
 

For reflection, gather pupils in a circle with a small candle in a holder in the middle.  
Remind them of the Ner Tamid, continually burning in the synagogue.  Ask why this is a 
symbol of the guidance of the Torah.  How do lights guide people?  Where do pupils 
find guidance for their own lives? 

OR 

How does the synagogue make you feel? 

What do you like best about it and why? 

What do you think is the most important thing in the synagogue? 

 

 

Virtual Tour of a Synagogue 

“Learning from Religion” CD 
resource 

Pathways of Belief Judaism 2 
Torah  (Beginning and end of  
programme) 

Folens RE Photo pack Judaism - D. 
Rose 

Ideas Bank Judaism  E.McCreery 

What do we know about Judaism?   
D.Fine 

Features of a Synagogue  

The Synagogue (BBC Education 
Clips) 

Folens pg. 22-23 

Places for Worship DVD 

This would be an AT 1 Assessment 
opportunity 

http://www.surreyplacesofworship.org.uk/virtualvisits/synagogue
http://www.reonline.org.uk/specials/ks2_judaism/features_of_a_synagogue.php
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/z834wmn
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/z834wmn


Board of Education 

Serving children, schools and young people  

Lesson 3 
  

Learning 
Objectives 

Key Questions 
Success 
Criteria 

Possible content Possible Resources 

AT1 Describe 

I can make 
simple links 
between 
religious beliefs 
and practices and 
people’s lives. 
(L3) 

AT2 Connect 

I can identify 
who or what is 
important to me 
and other 
people, including 
religious people  
(L3) 

What qualities does a 
religious leader 
need? 

What is a Rabbi? 

What does rabbi 
mean? 

 

I know what a 
Rabbi is (L3) 

 

I know what the 
duties of a Rabbi 
are (L3) 

 

I understand how 
important a 
Rabbi is in the 
lives of Jews (L3) 

The Rabbi  

If possible invite a Rabbi in to school. 

 

Rabbi means ‘teacher’, and a Jewish rabbi has a similar job to a Christian 
minister/vicar.  So, what would pupils expect a rabbi to do?  

In pairs, ask pupils to make a list 

What qualities does a Rabbi need? 

Again, in pairs, ask pupils to make a list. 

 

Possible activities: 

 Children to do a “wanted” poster for a Rabbi (as in needed for a job!)  

 Write a job description of a Rabbi.   Children will have to know what sort of 
qualities a Rabbi needs and what will his/her responsibilities be. 

 In pairs, write ‘A day in the life of a Rabbi’ 
 

Learning from Religion CD 

Folens pg. 16-17 “The work of a  
Rabbi” 

A Day in the Life of a Rabbi 

Rabbi - Encylopedia for Kids 

The Role of the Rabbi 

Ideas Bank Judaism E. McCreery 

What do we know about Judaism?   
D.Fine 

 

 

http://www.reonline.org.uk/specials/ks2_judaism/day_rabbi.php
http://encyclopedia.kids.net.au/page/ra/Rabbi
http://www.reonline.org.uk/specials/ks2_judaism/the_role_of_the_rabbi.php


Board of Education 

Serving children, schools and young people  

Lesson 4 
  

Learning 
Objectives 

Key Questions 
Success 
Criteria 

Possible content Possible Resources 

AT1 Describe 

I can make 
simple links 
between 
religious beliefs 
and practice and 
people’s lives 
(L3) 

AT2 Connect 

I can ask 
important 
questions about 
religious 
teachings and 
practices 
(Connect L3) 

What defines my 
identity? 

How do pupils show 
respect? 

How do I remember 
what is most 
important for me?   

How can kind 
thoughts & kind 
feelings (head & 
heart) lead to kind 
actions? 

 

I know the names 
of the special 
items of clothing 
worn by Jewish 
men at prayer 
and why (L3) 

 

I can describe a 
Kippah, a Tallit 
and Tefillin.= (L3) 

 

Prayer clothes 

What special clothes do pupils wear? What about their (a) school uniform? Are there 
responsibilities that go with wearing that uniform for example ‘best behaviour’?  

Tell the pupils that Special objects are worn by Jewish men and boys 13 and over for 
payer: 

Kippah – to cover the head 

Tallit – the shawl with tassels at each corner (the Torah says this must be worn) 

Tefillin – two leather boxes worn on the upper left arm (by the heart & on the 
forehead) 

 

Possible activities: 

 Make and decorate a Kippah.  Circle of paper, make a pattern – no restriction 
on the pattern – your name, pattern, favourite band, football team etc. 

                Cut from edge to centre then overlap and make shallow cone shape. 

 Make a class ‘fringe’ and write a set of class ‘reminders’ – how to behave 
towards each other. 

Kippah, Tallit and Tefilin: The 
Clothing of Jewish Prayer 
(Information) 

Good background information 
resource for teacher   

Information and Pictures of Prayer 
Clothes  

Jewsish Symbols - NSW Board of 
Jewish Education  

Jewish symbols explained for kids     

Judaism - a pictorial guide CEM 
(book) 

http://www.myjewishlearning.com/practices/Ritual/Prayer/Ritual_Garb.shtml
http://www.myjewishlearning.com/practices/Ritual/Prayer/Ritual_Garb.shtml
http://www.myjewishlearning.com/practices/Ritual/Prayer/Ritual_Garb.shtml
http://www.shomreitorah.org/jewish-rituals-in-the-synagogue/
http://www.shomreitorah.org/jewish-rituals-in-the-synagogue/
http://credo.ysgolccc.org.uk/addoldai/synagog/Saes/3synagogue3.html
http://credo.ysgolccc.org.uk/addoldai/synagog/Saes/3synagogue3.html
http://www.bje.org.au/learning/judaism/kids/symbols.html
http://www.bje.org.au/learning/judaism/kids/symbols.html
http://www.jewfaq.org/signs.htm


Board of Education 

Serving children, schools and young people  

Lesson 5 
  

Learning 
Objectives 

Key Questions 
Success 
Criteria 

Possible content Possible Resources 

THIS LESSON 
PLAN COVERS 
LESSONS FIVE 
AND SIX. 

 

AT1 Describe 

I can describe 
some of the 
different ways 
people express 
their beliefs (L3) 

 

AT2 Connect 

I can make links 
between 
religious 
teachings and 
attitudes (L3) 

Why is Jerusalem so 
important for the 
Jewish people? 

Why do different 
people think some 
things are special or 
sacred? 

I know that 
Jerusalem is 
important for 
Jews, Christians 
and Muslims (L3) 

 

I can describe 
how Jews pray at 
the Western wall 
(L3) 

 

I can make links 
between 
different  
features of a 
religion (L3) 

 

Jerusalem 

Jerusalem is important for Jews, Muslims and Christians.  Jews remember a number of 
key events/associations including Jerusalem as the capital of King David’s Kingdom 
(c1000 BC) 

King Solomon built the Temple there  

In 586 the Babylonians conquered the city, followed by Persia 

The Jews returned from exile and rebuilt the city 

The Maccabeans fought for Jerusalem – the story behind Hanukkah comes from this 
period 

In 70 AD the Romans destroyed Jerusalem and the  second temple 

Jews continue to pray in the direction of Jerusalem – it is regarded as their historic, 
spiritual and political capital.  Jews continue to go on pilgrimage to Jerusalem to pray 
at the only remaining part of the second temple (The Western Wall) 

 Children could do a cloze passage with information on Jerusalem 

 Write a prayer, roll it up and put in box/basket etc. in classroom. 

 Make a PowerPoint presentations on the importance of Jerusalem for Jewish 
people in the past/today. 

 

The Importance of Jerusalem for 
Jews (BBC Learningzone) 

Judaism - The Western Wall Cloze 
Exercise (Use and adapt as needed 
– quite detailed) 

Teaching RE: Judaism   5-11 
(CEM1996) 

Jerusalem (Holy Cities)  - S. Pirotta 

Judaism in Words and Pictures - 
S.Thorley 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/the-importance-of-jerusalem-for-jews/3670.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/the-importance-of-jerusalem-for-jews/3670.html
http://www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resource/Judaism-The-Western-Wall-Cloze-Exercise-6140577/
http://www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resource/Judaism-The-Western-Wall-Cloze-Exercise-6140577/


Board of Education 

Serving children, schools and young people  

Lesson 6 
  

Learning 
Objectives 

Key Questions 
Success 
Criteria 

Possible content Possible Resources 

THIS LESSON 
PLAN COVERS 
LESSONS FIVE 
AND SIX. 

 

AT1 Describe 

I can describe 
some of the 
different ways 
people express 
their beliefs (L3) 

 

AT2 Connect 

I can make links 
between 
religious 
teachings and 
attitudes (L3) 

Why is Jerusalem so 
important for the 
Jewish people? 

Why do different 
people think some 
things are special or 
sacred? 

I know that 
Jerusalem is 
important for 
Jews, Christians 
and Muslims (L3) 

 

I can describe 
how Jews pray at 
the Western wall 
(L3) 

 

I can make links 
between 
different  
features of a 
religion (L3) 

 

Jerusalem 

Jerusalem is important for Jews, Muslims and Christians.  Jews remember a number of 
key events/associations including Jerusalem as the capital of King David’s Kingdom 
(c1000 BC) 

King Solomon built the Temple there  

In 586 the Babylonians conquered the city, followed by Persia 

The Jews returned from exile and rebuilt the city 

The Maccabeans fought for Jerusalem – the story behind Hanukkah comes from this 
period 

In 70 AD the Romans destroyed Jerusalem and the  second temple 

Jews continue to pray in the direction of Jerusalem – it is regarded as their historic, 
spiritual and political capital.  Jews continue to go on pilgrimage to Jerusalem to pray 
at the only remaining part of the second temple (The Western Wall) 

 Children could do a cloze passage with information on Jerusalem 

 Write a prayer, roll it up and put in box/basket etc. in classroom. 

 Make PowerPoint presentations on the importance of Jerusalem for Jewish 
people in the past/today. 

 

The Importance of Jerusalem for 
Jews (BBC Learningzone) 

Judaism - The Western Wall Cloze 
Exercise (Use and adapt as needed 
– quite detailed) 

Teaching RE: Judaism   5-11 
(CEM1996) 

Jerusalem (Holy Cities)  - S. Pirotta 

Judaism in Words and Pictures - 
S.Thorley 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/the-importance-of-jerusalem-for-jews/3670.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/the-importance-of-jerusalem-for-jews/3670.html
http://www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resource/Judaism-The-Western-Wall-Cloze-Exercise-6140577/
http://www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resource/Judaism-The-Western-Wall-Cloze-Exercise-6140577/

