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Introduction  
  
Computing is a tool for learning and the key for raising standards in numeracy and literacy. 
Pupils use these tools to communicate and handle information and present it in a variety of 
ways. They learn to control a variety of electronic devices and develop an understanding of the 
use of control in everyday life. They use computer models to explore and test the answers to 
questions.  

 Aims and Objectives  
  
Computing enables children to:  

  

 use computers with purpose and enjoyment select ideas to use in their work.  
 develop the necessary skills to exploit computers.   
 become autonomous users of computers. 
 meet the requirement of the National Curriculum as fully as possible and enable all 

children to reach the highest possible standards of achievement create the 
atmosphere and levels of resource to encourage all members of the school 
community to learn with computers.  
  
  

Teaching and Learning Style  
  
Teachers and support staff will ensure that they understand the skills and concepts to be taught 
and the role of discussion in developing a critical awareness of the use of computers. The use of 
the Teaching resource and scheme of work “Switched on ICT” will provide guidance on the skills 
and knowledge to be covered by each year group.  Teachers will need to plan their work so that 
these skills are taught and that they are practised and developed during work in other subjects.  
  
Activities using computers will be planned to allow for different levels of achievement by pupils 
or to include the possibility of extension work.  Teachers will be expected to intervene where 
appropriate to reinforce an idea or teach a new point.  

  

Inclusion  

  
Pupils with special educational needs will be entitled to the same access to computers as their 

peers.  In planning lessons teachers will identify the learning goals for the majority of children 

as well as extension activities for the more able.  Consideration will be given to modifying the 

task, or providing peer or adult support, for children with difficulty.  It is important to note that 

pupils with learning difficulties may achieve well in computing and should be given every 

opportunity to provide support for others.  Teachers will liaise with the Inclusion Manager and 

Director of Computing and ICT on the use of computers to improve their involvement in the 

curriculum.  For instance: to improve writing and presentation, to practise skills or to focus on 

the interpretation of graphs.  
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Curriculum Planning  

Teachers and support staff will ensure that they understand the skills and concepts to be taught 

and the role of discussion in developing a critical awareness of the use of computers. The 

scheme of work for computing will provide guidance on the skills and knowledge to be covered 

by each year group.  Teachers will need to plan their work so that these skills are taught and 

that they are practiced and developed during work in other subjects.  

Activities using computers will be planned to allow for different levels of achievement by pupils 

or to include the possibility of extension work.  Teachers will be expected to intervene where 

appropriate to reinforce an idea or teach a new point.  

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development  

Pupils will have the opportunity to participate in a variety of activities to learn to use 

COMPUTING and apply these skills in a meaningful context. They will also evaluate how 

computers are used in everyday life and compare this with the way they use it in school 

through:  

 short directed activities to practise a specific skill.  
 activities with a subject context to practise and develop skills previously learned.  
 open ended activities which allow pupils to choose which tools to use or to select 

from a variety of media. 
 whole class discussion to allow reflection on the use of computers.  

 

Work planned for children will be relevant to them and their lives. It will build on their existing 
skills and provide opportunities to develop new ones. Where possible real data will be used and 
the use of e-mail will be used to link with children in other countries and other cultures. 
  
Assessment, Recording and Reporting  

Each teacher will monitor the effective use of computing throughout the year for each pupil.  

Assessment of capability will be achieved by planning appropriate curriculum activities in line 
with the school’s general policy for assessment and reporting.  

Resources  

Use of the selected teaching sequence “Switched on Computing” and “Switched on ICT” will be 
supplemented by purchases of relevant hardware and software as required by arrangement 
with the College Principal. Assessment materials relating to the current curriculum will be 
available to staff.   

Monitoring and Review  

The monitoring of standards and of the quality of teaching is the responsibility of the Director 

of Computing and ICT who will support colleagues in the teaching of computing, providing a 

strategic lead and direction across the College. Curriculum review is made and the College 

Development Plan is drafted annually.   


