
 

 

Year 5 

Term 4 

Teacher        Mrs Prettyjohn 

Topic title    Ancient Maya 

MFL:  name parts of the body, listen attentively, 

show understanding and join in with French songs. 

 

 

Music:  play woodwind and brass instruments with 

increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression. 

Computing: evaluate search results, 

understand simple programming vocabulary 
and how simple programming works, 
understand simple coding, use text boxes and 
layout options to design information leaflet. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Maths 

▪ Read and write decimal numbers as 
fractions. 

▪ Recognise and use thousandths. 
▪ Solve problems involving decimals. 
▪ Add and subtract decimals mentally. 
▪ Calculate area of rectangles and compound 

shapes. 
▪ Estimate the area of irregular shapes. 
▪ Measure and calculate perimeter of 

rectilinear figures, using appropriate units. 
▪ Solve real-life worded problems using all 

four operations. 
 

 

English - Reading & Writing 

▪ Read, discuss and re-tell the ancient Mayan 
folktale of the Chocolate Tree. 

▪ Distinguish between fact, fiction and 
opinion. 

▪ Develop understanding of book genres. 
▪ Write book reviews. 
▪ Write a diary entry for a Spanish 

Conquistador describing setting and 
atmosphere in precise detail. 

▪ Write an information leaflet about the work 
of South and Central American artists, 
grouping ideas together cohesively and 
coherently, and using adverbials and 
punctuation to clarify meaning. 

English – Grammar, Punctuation 

and Spelling / Phonics 

▪ Use brackets, dashes and commas for 
parenthesis to add detail. 

▪ Develop understanding of the difference 
between clauses and phrases. 

▪ Identify and understand different types 
of determiners. 

▪ Identify and understand prepositions 
and preposition phrases. 

▪ Recognise and use suffixes to support 
reading and spelling: -cian  -tion  -tious   
-cious  -xious 
 

 

Science 

Materials: 
▪ Find out that some materials will dissolve in 

liquid to form a solution. 
▪ Find out that some changes of state and 

dissolving and mixing processes can be 
reversed through filtering, sieving and 
evaporating. 

▪ Find out that some changes form new 
materials, and that these changes are not 
usually reversible. 

▪ Describe the changes that occur to 
materials when heated or cooled. 

▪ Separate solid particles of different sizes by 
sieving. 

History and Geography 

Ancient Maya 

▪ Discover who the Maya people were and when 
and where in the world they lived. 

▪ Investigate the religious beliefs of the Maya 
people. 

▪ Understand how the Maya number system 
worked. 

▪ Identify and use a variety of evidence sources to 
understand more about the Maya people. 

▪ Investigate the Mayan writing system: how words 
were constructed and what codices were. 

▪ Discover the range of foods that were eaten by 
the ancient Maya people and explain why certain 
foods were particularly significant. 

PE 

Games 

▪ Catch and pass a ball under 
pressure. 

▪ Pass and move into space 
on a pitch. 

▪ Perform evasion skills. 
▪ Keep close to the player 

being marked and attempt 
to avoid own marker. 

▪ Perform running skills to 
find space on a pitch. 

▪ Use footwork to make the 
most of space on a pitch. 

 

RE 

Islam 
▪ Understand the 

importance of a mosque 
and identify its special 
features. 

▪ Learn about the role of 
the imam in Islam. 

▪ Understand what 
Ummah means for 
Muslims. 

 
Christianity 
Understand how Christians 
view the events of Easter as a 
victory of good over bad. 

 

Learning for Life/RSE 

Puberty 
▪ Understand the physical 

and emotional changes 
that happen at puberty.  

▪ Become confident at 
asking questions and 
expressing views about 
puberty. 
 

Understand the different 
meanings of ‘sacrifice’ and 
why - as we mature - we 
learn to work towards long-
term benefits, rather than 
just short-term enjoyment. 

Art / DT 
 

South and Central American Art  
Investigate the artists Frieda 
Kahlo, Joaquin Torres Garcia, 
Leonora Carrington, Diego 
Rivera, Beatriz Milhazes and 
using their work as inspiration: 
▪ sculpt clay monkeys 
▪ paint using symbols 
▪ make a dream catcher 
▪ draw in colour 
▪ create collage 
▪ make a patterned drum 

 
DT:  Cooking and nutrition 
Prepare and cook a healthy, spicy 
Mayan style snack. 
 

 
 

 


