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Board of Education 

Serving children, schools and young people  

Lessons 1 and 2 
  

Learning 
Objectives 

Key Questions 
Success 
Criteria 

Possible content Possible Resources 

AT1 Describe 
I can describe in 
detail, using 
correct religious 
words and 
phrases, key 
features of a 
religion (L4) 

AT2 Apply 
I can describe 
who or what is 
important to me 
and other people 
(L4) 

What is the Khalsa? 

How do you belong? 

What does it mean to 
belong to a 
community? 

How do you know 
you belong to your 
school community? 

What makes your 
community strong? 

What objects are 
special to you? 

Have you ever lost 
something special to 
you? 

What is the 
difference between 
special and sacred? 

I can describe 
objects sacred to 
Sikhs and explain 
their symbolism 
(L3) 

I can describe in 
detail the story 
of the formation 
of the Khalsa and 
explain why 
some Sikhs wear 
the Five Ks (L4) 

Activity 1 

Watch a video about the formation of the Khalsa (e.g. Pathways of Belief – Sikhism 
(and Hinduism) BBC, or Water, Moon, Candle, Tree and Sword – Channel 4) or read the 
account on the stimulus sheet (page 42). Write a newspaper report about this dramatic 
event – consider using appropriate software to produce this electronically. Give the 
pupils a choice of how they write the report – e.g. either for the Amritsar 
Telegraph/Times or for the Punjabi Sun/Mirror – to encourage them to think about 
writing in different styles for different audiences. 

Activity 2 

Look at artefacts in groups – ask pupils to answer questions – what, who, where, when, 
how? Discuss answers; follow up with research on websites and in books to answer 
unanswered questions. 

 

Activity 3 

Research the Five Ks. Draw and label the items, including what they stand for. 

The origins of the Khalsa cartoon 

and search for other related clips  

Sikhism transition unit  

Good starting 

points might be: 
www.reonline.org.uk, 

www.sikhworld.co.uk  

Artefacts – Kara, Kirpan, Kachera, 
turban  

Sikh Artefact Cards (Jan Thompson) – 
available from TTS  

DVD: Pathways of Belief (Sikhism and 
Hinduism) and Water, Moon, Candle, 
Tree and Sword (Channel 4 learning) – 
Sword = Sikh story of founding of 
Khalsa. 

Religious Artefacts Why? What? How? 
(Pamela Draycott) ISBN 1851000944 

(available from RE today – 
www.retoday.org.uk) 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/origins-of-the-khalsa/672.html
http://www.reonline.org.uk/
http://www.sikhworld.co.uk/
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Serving children, schools and young people  

Lessons 3 and 4 
  

Learning 
Objectives 

Key Questions 
Success 
Criteria 

Possible content Possible Resources 

AT1 Show 
understanding 
I can make clear 
links between 
religious beliefs 
and sources and 
religious practices 
and experiences 
(L4) 

AT2 Apply 
I can describe who 
or what is 
important to me 
and other people 
(L4) 

 

What is the festival of 
Baisakhi? 

What do Sikhs do 
during this festival? 

What is Bhangra? 

What are the 
underlying themes of 
Baisakhi? 

How do these link 
with what we know 
about Christian 
values? 

What are our 
strengths and how 
can we share them? 
Where does strength 
come from? 

Are there different 
types of strength 
(physical, mental, 
spiritual)? How do we 
value our own and 
other’s strengths? 

I know and can 
explain the story 
behind the 
festival of 
Baisakhi (L4) 

I have made links 
between 
religions and 
core values (L4) 

I can empathise 
with characters 
and relate to my 
own experiences 
(L4) 

I have explored 
the sense of 
community and 
my own feelings 
of belonging (L4) 

Drama/role play retelling the story from the point of view of a character. 

Write a diary entry from point of view of a character. 

Make a cartoon strip story retelling the events. 

Explore Bhangra music and dancing from the Punjab and develop own dances. 

Freeze-frame the action – ask pupils to produce a key moment of the story (in groups 
with different groups devising how different scenes should look) and then using a 
digital camera take pictures of the scenes. Pupils then write either labels or speech 
bubbles to describe the actions (and/or feelings) of the characters. This makes a very 
nice display for the classroom as well as being a good learning tool. 

Invite a Sikh into school to discuss all elements of their faith. 

Bhangra dance teaching video 

 

 

 

 

 

AT 1 and AT 2 Assessment 

opportunities 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bkfHp0HJSMs
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Lesson 5 
  

Learning 
Objectives 

Key Questions 
Success 
Criteria 

Possible content Possible Resources 

AT1 Show 
understanding 
I can show 
understanding of 
how and why, 
practising a 
religion affects a 
believer’s life (L4) 

AT2 Apply 
I can ask 
questions about 
human values, 
meaning, 
purpose and 
identity, truth, 
belonging and 
commitment (L4) 

Should people always 
have the right to 
protest? 

When, if ever, is 
killing justified? 

Should people have 
the right to carry 
weapons (right to 
bear arms)? 

Do people have the 
right to self-defence? 

I have an 
understanding of 
the events at 
Amritsar in 1919 
(L4) 

I have some 
knowledge about 
British 
colonialism (L4) 

I have explored 
‘Big Questions’ 
about killing and 
the value of life 
(L4) 

One of the events that Sikhs remember at Baisakhi time is the massacre that took 
place in Amritsar, very near to the Golden Temple, in the year 1919. General Dyer (a 
British commander) became concerned about large numbers gathered together at a 
time of civil unrest. Matters got out of control, accounts vary a little but General Dyer 
ordered his men to open fire on the unarmed crowd and hundreds of people (men, 
women and children) were killed or wounded. At a time of world-wide concern for 
human rights and political and religious conflict, this is an area you could explore by 
example asking the questions: 

 

Should people always have the right to protest? 

When, if ever, is killing justified? 

Should people have the right to carry weapons (right to bear arms)? 

Do people have the right to self-defence? 

Draw on Sikh belief about standing up for the rights of those in need? Does ‘standing 
up’ mean physically fighting or are there other ways? 

 

 Give each group (mixed ability) a card with one of these ‘Big Questions’ to 
discuss.  Share ideas with the class. 

 Give question to each group and ask children to prepare a short drama to 
illustrate their opinions on the Big Question. 

 Write a balanced argument to express their views (extended writing ) 

Excerpt from the film ‘Ghandi’ 
showing the massacre – watch 
first to check suitable for all 
pupils. PG rating – need to check 
for parental permission to show 
the excerpt as part of RE lesson. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fys2Lvv7VEA
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Lesson 6 
  

Learning 
Objectives 

Key Questions 
Success 
Criteria 

Possible content Possible Resources 

AT 1 Show 

understanding 

I can show 

understanding of 

how and why 

practising a 

religion affects a 

believer’s life (L4) 

AT 2 Apply 

I can explain how 
religious 
teachings, ideas 
and values can 
be applied to my 
own life and that 
of other people’s 
(L4) 

What are the ‘Gifts of 

the Spirit?’ 

What difference 

might these gifts 

make to the life of a 

believer? 

Are any of these gifts 
relevant to my life? If 
so, how or if not, why 
not? 

I can explain how 

practising a 

religion affects a 

believer’s life (L4) 

 

I can apply 
religious 
teachings, ideas 
and values to my 
own life and that 
of other people’s 
(L4) 

Pentecost -Focus is on the Gifts of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-26) 

Religion is the spectacles through which you view life. In this passage God freely gives 

the gifts of the spirit.  

You cannot buy these gifts. You have to ask God for them.  Receiving them from God 

enables the Christian to live their life in the way in which God intended.  

 

 The pupils could be given outlines of fruit and asked to write on them 

qualities which would make the world a better place. When this is completed 

they could compare their list with those of others and then compare it with 

Galatians 5:22-26 

 They could identify the similarities and differences between their ideas and 

those found in the Bible. 

 In small groups they could make a booklet for KS1 children explaining what 

these qualities look like in the lives of children in the school.  

You could explore questions such as: 

Do all Christians receive all gifts? 

Do you have to be a Christian to receive these gifts? 

Are there any of these gifts you would not like to receive? 

Why do you need to pray and read the Bible to stay close to God? 

What is the Holy Spirit like? What evidence do you have to support this? 

 

Jesus said, “You know a tree by its fruit”, meaning you know what type of tree it is 

by the fruit it bears. Similarly, you know what type of person someone is by their 

behaviour. Are there any other ways of knowing what a person is like? 

 

 

You can glean many ideas from 

looking at the following web 

pages: 

Gifts of the Spirit images  

Gifts of the Spirit printables 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=gifts+of+the+spirit&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ei=v-WzU5DPL4f07Abi_4HwAQ&sqi=2&ved=0CDEQsAQ&biw=1242&bih=612
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=gifts+of+the+spirit&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ei=v-WzU5DPL4f07Abi_4HwAQ&sqi=2&ved=0CDEQsAQ&biw=1242&bih=612#q=fruits+of+the+spirit+printable&tbm=isch

