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Board of Education 

Serving children, schools and young people  

Lesson 1 
  

Learning 
Objectives 

Key Questions Success 
Criteria 

Possible Content Possible Resources 

AT1 Suggest why 

religious 

practices are 

performed (L2) 

Give a basic 

description of 

the key features 

of a religion (L3) 

AT2 Recognise 

the values you 

have and that 

other people 

hold (L2) 

Make links 

between 

religious 

teachings/values 

& your own 

behaviour/attitu

des (L3) 

 

What are rules? Why 

do we have rules?  

Who makes rules?  

Are there any rules 

that seem unfair? 

What would happen 

in we didn’t have 

rules?   

Who makes the 

rules? 

Why do you think 
Christians & others 
follow rules given to 
them? 

I know what a 
rule is (L2) 

I know some 
rules and can 
name some that 
apply to me (L2) 

 

I understand how 
rules change 
situations (L3) 

 

I have thought of 
some of my own 
rules (L2) 

Invite a child or children to play a game but ensure that it is very unfair e.g. don’t 

explain the rules and keep letting one child win or give one child a 1-6 dice and the 

other a dice with only 6s on it so they get to the end quicker. Children will react to this 

and then use this to lead into a discussion about: What are rules? Why do we have 

rules?  Who makes rules?  Are there any rules that seem unfair? What would happen 

in we didn’t have rules?   

 Make a list of the rules which pupils already follow – which are most 

important and why? 

Were there, or are there any rules that you don’t understand why you had/have to 

follow? E.g. a toddler won’t understand why they are not allowed near the fire but 

when they grow up they understand that this rule was there to keep them safe 

(though they didn’t understand this at the time) 

There might be some rules that you have to follow which seem unfair but if you trust 

the person who has set the rules then you trust that they are put their for your own 

good. 

Introduce the idea that Christians believe that God has given rules for them to follow. 

These are all found in the Bible (as well as stories of Jesus life, songs, prayers etc.) 

Show short clip about the Bible. 

 As a class create a set of rules for …. (Choose something which makes the 
point of the questions above, e.g. a simple board game without any rules). 
Children work in small groups to decide upon how to play the game and what 
rules are needed. Discuss why they decided upon those rules. Would it be fair 
without them? Was everybody happy with the rules? 

www.request.org.uk has a wealth 

of stories, clips and information 

Many Bible stories with 
accompanying power points can 
be found at 

http://bibleforchildren.org/langua

ges/english/stories.php 

Click here  for short clip about the 
Bible being in many languages, 
sizes and guide for life – stop after 
1.30 mins. 

http://www.request.org.uk/
http://bibleforchildren.org/languages/english/stories.php
http://bibleforchildren.org/languages/english/stories.php
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/what-is-the-bible/307.html


Board of Education 

Serving children, schools and young people  

Lesson 2 
  

Learning 
Objectives 

Key Questions Success 
Criteria 

Possible Content Possible Resources 

AT1 Recognise 

some similarities 

between 

religions (L2) 

Identify 

similarities and 

differences 

across several 

religions (L3) 

AT2 Recognise 

the values you 

have and that 

others hold (L2) 

Make links 

between 

religious 

teachings and 

values and your 

own behaviour 

and attitudes (L3) 

 

Which do you think is 

the most important 

and why?  

 What would happen 

if we didn’t have 

rules like this? 

 

I know what the 
Ten 
Commandments 
are (L2) 

 

I know who uses 
them (L3) 

 

I know where the 
Ten 
Commandments 
can be found (L3) 

 

I understand how 
these rules apply 
to people today, 
including myself 
(L3) 

Tell the story of Moses going to Mount Sinai to receive the Ten Commandments or 

show the clip Forty Years.  

Look at the commandments using a children’s version.  

Show the clip linking the Ten Commandments being in the Jewish Torah and the Bible 

and going through each of them in turn. 

Ask children: Which do you think is the most important and why?  What would happen 

if we didn’t have rules like this? 

Possible activities: 

 Children choose what they consider to be the most important commandment 

and then write a reason for the choice. 

 Give the children copies of the Ten Commandments for them to stick in order 

of importance – discuss what they have come up with and why people have 

different ideas about the most important commandment. 

 Write modern day version of Ten Commandments. 

Interactive quiz to help remember the order of the Ten Commandments but children 

enjoy it because they have to get them ordered before the golden calf is built. 

 

 

 

Forty Years 

 

Ten Commandments in Judaism 
and Christianity 

 

Interactive quiz 

 

For church schools 

Opportunity for Reflective 

Storytelling (Godly Play) 

Vol 2: The Ten Best Ways 

 

Bibles: 

Exodus 19: 20-25 

Exodus 20 

 Deut 5:1-22 

 

http://bibleforchildren.org/languages/english/stories.php
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/the-ten-commandments/309.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/the-ten-commandments/309.html


Board of Education 

Serving children, schools and young people  

Lesson 3 
  

Learning 
Objectives 

Key Questions Success 
Criteria 

Possible Content Possible Resources 

AT 1 Relate 

I can tell religious 
stories in my own 
words (L2) 

 

Describe 

I can make 
simple links 
between 
religious beliefs 
and practices and 
people’s lives 
(L3) 

 

AT 2 Respond 
sensitively 

I can ask 
important 
questions about 
religious 
teachings and 
practices (L3) 

Would you be able to 

love/forgive your 

enemy?   

Why do you think 

some people can do 

this and others 

cannot? 

 

I understand the 
importance of 
rules (L3) 

I understand the 
impact rules have 
on society (L3) 

 

I know some of 
Jesus’ teachings 
in the Beatitudes 
(L3) 

 

 

Discuss how a group/community/society can only operate effectively with a set of 

rules.  Discuss what rules these might be for their “perfect” community. 

 Work in pairs or groups to complete: ‘If everyone followed the rules the world 

would be …’‘If everyone broke the rules for a day the world would be …’ 

Share these with the rest of the class and discuss. 

 List the top five rules (in the light of work of previous week).  Give reasons for 
choice. 

Briefly explain that Jesus talked to a huge crowd when standing on a hillside and what 

he said is known as “The Sermon on the Mount”.  

Ask children: What will make you happy? Money, power, friends, etc. 

Then look at the Beatitudes in very simple form and see how things are turned on their 

head. (RE Today, Developing Primary RE: Jesus (2002) pg15 has a simple version e.g. 

Blessed are those who mourn and are sad because they will be comforted. Blessed are 

those who are humble, not proud, for they will inherit the whole earth). 

The Beatitudes are hard for children to understand but give an idea of how Jesus’ 

teachings were radically different. This will prepare them for looking in detail at 

Matthew 5 v 38-42. Bring to the children’s attention the specific part of the Beatitudes 

related to forgiveness: 

Blessed are those who are merciful toward their enemies, for mercy will be shown to 

them /Blessed are people who make peace, for they shall be called children of God. 

Ask the children what they would do if someone hit them on the right cheek. What 

would you do if someone made you carry their bag to school? 

Look at Matthew 5 v 38-42 and discuss. What questions do the children have about 

these examples?  Are they realistic expectations? Discuss how extreme these examples 

are and that Jesus was teaching that forgiveness is sacrificial & not easy. Teacher to 

prepare some contemporary examples e.g. if someone takes one of your sandwiches 

then offer them the rest. 

 

 

Have children write their own examples of forgiveness 

Matthew 5:38-42 

 Luke 6:29-30 

 The Children’s  Illustrated Bible  

DK The Sermon on the Mount                      

The Lion Children’s Bible – Lessons 

out of doors. 

Developing Primary RE: Jesus 

(2002). 
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Serving children, schools and young people  

Lesson 4 
  

Learning 
Objectives 

Key Questions Success 
Criteria 

Possible Content Possible Resources 

AT1 Retell 
religious stories 
in your own 
words. (L2) 

Suggest a 
meaning to each 
story/symbol/im
age. (L2) 

Make simple 
links between 
beliefs and 
practices and 
people’s lives. 
(L3) 

 

AT2 Recognise 
the values you 
have and that 
others hold. (L2) 

Make links 
between 
religious 
teachings and 
values and your 
own behaviour 
and attitudes. 
(L3) 

 

Why is it important 

for Christians to love 

one another?  How 

important is this rule 

for you and why? 

 

What point was Jesus 

making when he told 

this story?  Does this 

affect the behaviour 

of Christian people 

today? 

 

I know what 
Jesus’ New 
commandment 
was (L2) 

 

I know what is 
meant by a 
‘Good Samaritan’ 
(L3) 

 

I can give 
examples of 
Modern day 
‘Samaritans’ (L3) 

Explore the rule which Jesus gave in the New Testament.  

‘A New Commandment I give to you that you love one another as I have loved you.’ 
John 13:34 How did Jesus live out this commandment in his own life?  (e.g. by his 
teaching, healing, by example).   

Would it make a difference if everyone followed the New Commandment?  

It may be helpful to use Bibles to find the evidence, to research, read stories etc. 

Remind children of the story of ‘The Good Samaritan’ and discuss how this is a good 
example of obeying the New Commandment.   

Children should understand that it was the most unlikely and despised person who 
gave help to the injured man and that this reflects Jesus’ words and example in 
showing concern for the lowest members of society. 

Brainstorm with the class who might be seen as the lowest members of society today 
e.g. prisoners, immigrants, the homeless, drug addicts 

Brainstorm who the respected people in society are – police, teachers, politicians, 
nurses, vicars, firemen 

Groups of children decide upon a despised person and a couple of respected persons 
and use drama to re-enact a modern retelling of the Good Samaritan e.g. a burglar 
stops to help a lady whose car has broken down but the teacher and nurse walk by 
because they are too important/busy to get messy. Look at examples of Christians 
showing love to those who need it: Changed Lives  

If your school participates in Samaritans Purse Shoebox Appeal you could look at how 
this was founded by a Christian in direct response to the commandment, after the 
Good Samaritan parable to, ‘Go and do likewise’ 

Request Samaritans Purse Operation Christmas Child 

http://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/ 

 

The Good Samaritan power point  

 

Request: The Good Samaritan  a 

straight-forward retelling of the 

parable. 

BBC clip animation Puppet 

retelling of the Good Samaritan 

from BBC clips 

Animated story Good Samaritan 

BBC clips  

Click here for a short videos about 

how Christians have helped those 

facing difficulty e.g. Philippine 

flood victim  

 

AT 2 Assessment opportunity 

http://www.febc.org/our-impact/stories-changed-lives?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=christianstories&gclid=CM-g2red7LoCFU7KtAodgUgAAw
http://request.org.uk/festivals/christmas/2013/10/23/samaritans-purse-operation-christmas-child/
http://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/
http://bibleforchildren.org/languages/english/stories.php
http://request.org.uk/teachers/multimedia-resources/bible-and-jesus-ministry-media/2013/09/02/the-parable-of-the-good-samaritian-video/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/the-good-samaritan/7038.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/the-good-samaritan/4445.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/the-good-samaritan/4445.html
http://www.febc.org/our-impact/stories-changed-lives?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=christianstories&gclid=CM-g2red7LoCFU7KtAodgUgAAw
http://www.febc.org/former-soldier-experiences-christian-love-after-philippines-flood
http://www.febc.org/former-soldier-experiences-christian-love-after-philippines-flood
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Lesson 5 
  

Learning 
Objectives 

Key Questions Success 
Criteria 

Possible Content Possible Resources 

AT1 Suggest why 
religious 
practices are 
performed. (L2) 
Make simple 
links between 
beliefs and 
practices & 
people’s lives. 
(L3) 

Describe some of 
the ways people 
express their 
beliefs (L3) 

AT2 Recognise 
the values you 
have and that 
others hold. (L2) 
Ask questions 
about other 
people’s 
experiences & 
feelings (L2) 

Ask important 
questions about 
religious 
teachings and 
practices. (L3) 

 

How to Christians 

show the connection 

between what they 

believe and what 

they do? 

Why are rules 
important for 
Christians?  Are they 
important to you?  

I know some 
reasons why 
Christians follow 
God’s rules (L3) 

 

I have written 
some questions 
to ask the Visitor 
to my class (L2) 

Discuss: What do Christians do to show they are following the rules  and putting beliefs 
into action?  (i.e. Lifestyle, Prayer, Sunday Worship)  

 

RE Today, Opening up Christianity pg14-19 – An image of practices within different 
church denominations & also examples of activities that Christians may be involved in 
– a good visual stimulus for discussion about belief & action. Pg18 has a set of Bible 
quotes and children can work in pairs to try to link the Bible verse with different parts 
of the picture. 

 

Prepare in advance some questions for a visitor from the church around the theme of 
following the rules. Get the children to link their questions to what they have learnt 
(Ten Commandments, Good Samaritan, Beatitudes & forgiveness) 

 

The visitor could be a church member – e.g. a Reader, member of the congregation, or 
the vicar.  It is important that children know that the rules are rooted in God’s love and 
that Christian people follow rules because they love God and try their best to love their 
neighbours, as did Jesus during his ministry. Children question the visitor & then reflect 
upon what they have discussed. 

 

Look at the verse ‘I am the Way, the Truth & the Life’ John 14:6 

This is short clip about a girl who follows Jesus today 

RE Today, Opening up Christianity 

 

Questions prepared by the 
children, for the Visitor. 

 

Bibles 

http://request.org.uk/teachers/multimedia-resources/bible-and-jesus-ministry-media/2013/09/02/the-way-the-truth-the-life-film/
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Lesson 6 
  

Learning 
Objectives 

Key Questions Success 
Criteria 

Possible Content Possible Resources 

AT 1 Describe 

Relate 

I can retell 
religious stories 
in my own words 
(L2) 

I can make 
simple links 
between 
religious beliefs 
and practices and 
people’s lives 
(L3) 

 

AT 2 Respond 
sensitively 

I can ask 
questions about 
other people’s 
experiences and 
feelings (L2) 

 

How do the events of 
Easter help Christians 
to understand the 
importance of love 
and forgiveness? 

 

How does Jesus’ 
example and sacrifice 
impact Christians 
today? 

 

 

I know the 
events of the 
Easter story (L2) 

 

I know that some 
Christians choose 
to do special 
things to try to 
follow Jesus’ 
example (L3) 

 

I have talked 
about how the 
Easter story 
teaches 
Christians about 
Love and 
Forgiveness (L3) 

Recap the Easter story with the class 

Video Clip retelling the Easter story on location, from BBC clips 

Very simple sequencing activity of pictures/words of the parts of the Easter story (need 
to login to TES to access) 

A fortune-teller style fold up activity asking questions about the Easter story & children 
open to find the answers (need to login to TES to access) 

PowerPoint of the Easter story  - (need to login to TES to access) 

RE Today, Opening Up Easter pg16-18  

Great activities for children to work around in a carousel thinking about the themes of 
bearing a burden, being lost, stepping in to save someone and taking someone’s place.  

Discuss with children how Jesus example and sacrifice impacts Christians e.g. give up 
some of their money for those who need it more (sacrifice), going to dangerous places 
to help those in need (obedience to serve others) etc. 

For church schools 
Opportunity for Reflective Storytelling (Godly Play) 
Volume 4: The Mystery of Easter (Lenten Cross) or The Faces of Easter 
 
Images to accompany Easter story retelling available to subscribers on RE Today 

RE Today, Opening Up Easter 
pg16-18  

 

For church schools 
Opportunity for Reflective 
Storytelling (Godly Play) 
Volume 4: The Mystery of Easter 
(Lenten Cross) or The Faces of 
Easter 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/the-easter-story/7023.html
http://www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resource/Easter-Sequencing-Cards-6039542/
http://www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resource/Easter-Story-Chatterbox-1-6037979/
http://www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resource/The-Easter-Story-for-IWB-3005381/

